-- An Asteroid Named Puiching --

by Pat Wong C15

Asteroid (minor planets /MTA) and meteoroid (JiEfX) are
rocks and metals (e.g. iron) floating around in the solar

system mostly between the obits of Mars (kX&) and Jupiter

(KA). Most consider asteroids to be bigger than a half

kilometer in size and meteoroid to be smaller and frequently
only millimeters in size. As a meteoroid falling through the
FEarth's atmosphere burning up during the high-speed descent,

we call the flash of light meteor (shooting star Wi‘£). If any
part of a meteoroid survives the fall through the atmosphere

and lands on Earth, it is called a meteorite ([Ef1)[1]. Before
people learned how to mine iron ore deep below the Earth's
surface, ancients made their weapons and tools from iron-
rich meteorites.

If a large asteroid hits Earth, it could be life threatening
and even cause mass extinction. Scientists believe that was
what happened to the dinosaurs some 65 million years ago
giving mammals a chance to evolve.

As you can see, asteroids can be our existential threat.
NASA spends a lot of resources to track about 14 thousand of
these asteroids. If we discover early enough that one may
hit Earth, we should have the technology to deflect its
trajectory to avoid such a deadly encounter.

My son, Michael, is a planetary scientist. Imagine how
surprised he was to run into one of these asteroids named
Puiching. It turns out that whoever discovers a new asteroid
has the privilege to name it. This fellow William Kwong Yu

Yeung (#65%1960 - ) [2] was born in Hong Kong, is a Puiching
graduate and a Canadian amateur astronomer with telescopes
based in the United States. He is a prolific discoverer of
asteroids, ranked number 2 in the world of amateurs. The
following are a few of his discoveries:



Asteroid Provisional Discovery

Name [ 3] Designation Date Discover Site Discover

19848 Yeung 2000 TR Oct.02, 2000 Desert Beaver W. K.Y.
chuchiu Observatory, AZ Yeung
B (30 Rl Bt 5

77138 Puiching 2001 EN Mar.02, 2001 Desert Beaver T
KIE

77318 Danieltsui 2001 FL86 Mar.27, 2001 Desert Beaver 6T
FE i

110288 Libai 2001 SL262 MAR.23, 2001 Desert Eagle T
ZH Observatory, AZ

110289 Dufu 2001 DM262 MAR.23, 2001 Desert Eagle T
=] Wi 8
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S.S. thinks he may be a graduate of either 1977 ff#l, 78 Jtt,
or 79 %Ak,
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